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Douglas College quits Coke cold turkey. 
-Matthew Steinbach, page 4 
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The weekly deadline for submissions 
is Wednesday night for publication the 
following Monday. Letters to the Editor and 
"time-sensitive" articles (weekend news, 
sports, and cultural reviews) will be accepted 
until Saturday at noon and can be submitted 
to the editor at editor@theotherpress.ca 
Submissions will be edited for clarity and 
style. 
The Other Press will pay $50 to any 
student who writes an article of at least 
1,000 words for the "features" section. 
Submit story ideas to the. Editor in Chief. 
Offer good once per semester per student. 
The Other Press holds weekly staff 
meetings at 6 PM on Mondays in room 
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interested students are welcome. 
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WHO WEARE 
The Other Press has been Douglas College's student newspaper since 1976. Since 1978 we have been 
an autonomous publication, independent of the student union. Today we are registered society under the 
Society Act of British Columbia, governed by an eight-person board of directors appointed by and from 
our staff. Our head office is located in the New Westminster campus. 
The Other Press is published weekly during the fall and winter semesters, and monthly during the 
summer. We receive our funding from a student levy collected through tutition fees every semester 
-, 2 
at registration, and from local and national advertising revenue. The Other Press is a member of the 
Canadian University Press (CUP), a syndicate of student newspapers that includes papers from all across 
Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the right to choose what we will publish, and we will not publish material that 
is hateful, obscene, or condones or promotes illegal activities. Submissions may be edited for clarity and 
brevity if necessary. All images used are copyright to their respective owners. 
A fond farewell ... 
LETTER FROM THE. EDITOR 
On a rainy afternoon many years ago, two 
bright young teenagers took a trip to down to 
old Douglas College, located in the heart of 
New Westminster. One of them was named 
Mathew, and he wanted to be a student. So he 
went to the registration office and filled out 
some paperwork while his friend sat in the 
hallway. Being the curious type, the friend 
naturally picked up a copy of the campus 
paper and flipped through it aimlessly. 
"CARTOONIST WANTED" said one page. 
Why, I could do that, the kid thought to 
himself. He drew portraits of the prime 
minister doing funny things on the back of 
some nearby index cards and stuffed them 
into the mail slot of the newspaper's office. 
And a week later he was hired. 
That's the story of how I first got 
involved at The Otller Press which must 
have been, geez, six, almost seven years ago 
now. I was 18 at the time, and fresh out of 
highschool. I'm now 24 and have earned two 
degrees from SFU (in fact, this may be as 
good a time as ever to drop my biggest secret: 
I've never actually been a student at Douglas. 
Once I was hired as this paper's cartoonist I 
simply never went away). My tenure at The 
Other Press has been a great deal longer than 
most-too long, probably-but as I look. back 
I can honestly say it has been one of the most 
enriching and educational experiences of my 
life. 
Nostalgic "looking back" pieces are 
always boring, I realize, and I'm sure you, 
Mr. or Miss Average Student Reader, could 
probably care less about how I feel about all 
learning, living, laughing and loving I've 
done in my years at this paper. Yet I put my 
gushings to print only because I really want 
you to understand just how much it pays to 
get involved with your student newspaper 
while you still have a chance. You meet such 
genuinely brilliant and interesting people, and 
forge relations that will last, if not a lifetime, 
at least well into your professional career. 
You read such insightful articles and essays 
about all manner of topics, and hopefully 
have your mind broadened in the proce~s. 
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And, perhaps most importantly of all, you 
learn so much about the practicalities of the 
newspaper industry, everything from how to 
properly capitalize place names to how colour 
printing works. 
I hand over my job as editor in chief to 
the very talented Liam Britten, this paper's 
former humour editor. I'll avoid the obvious 
cliches about how "he may be funny, but be 
takes his job seriously" or whatever, but in 
all honesty he has, despite his position, truly 
been one of the OP's most impressive and 
skilled editors in the past year, and I have 
little doubt that be is a completely worthy 
successor. 
Laim 's rise occurs simultaneously with a 
few departures, including Angela Blattmann, 
our longtime production editor, Luke Simcoe, 
our almost-equally longtime arts editor, and 
Laura Kelsey, our very skilled and spunky 
assistant editor. Replacements will thus have 
to be hired, and Liam's team will thus be a 
great deal different than mine, but if there's 
one thing I've learned over the years it's that 
this school never fails to disappoint when it 
comes to generating talent. Take a look at the 
ad at the bottom of this page, and check your 
Douglas email for more info on how you can 
get involved. 
So yeah, what else can I say? Thanks to 
everyone who has made my time at Douglas 
so special. I hope I leave this paper in a bit 
better state that when I started, and I hope 
at least sometime in my long career I wrote 
something that made you smile, wonder, or 
think-even if only for a moment. 
Until we meet again, 
J.J. McCullough 
Editor in Chief 
P.S. Er, and don't forget to read my weekly 
column in SFU's student newspaper, The 
Peak, where I now work. 
The Other Press is HI·RING! 
do you want to be our next: 
.- Copy Editor I Assistant Editor 
.- Arts Editor 
.- Opinions Editor 
All jobs pay well and are tons of fun. Gain experience and expand your horizons 
APPLY TODAY! 
email resumes to 
· editor.otherpress@gmail.com 
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News Nikalas Kryzanowski, News Editor and Matthew Steinbach, Associate News Editor news@theotherpress.ca 
No more soda at Douglas College 
Matthew 
Steinbach 
assistant 
news editor 
Beginning in 2009, students will 
no longer be able to enjoy a Coke 
on campus, thanks to the province's 
looming comprehensive junk food ban. 
This prohibition will affect all publicly 
owned buildings. 
While the government is eager to 
commence their healthier choices policy, 
they are first allowing all existing retail 
contracts to terminate. The contract that 
currently exists between Coca-Cola and 
Douglas College is set to expire in 2009 
at which point the college must comply 
with the new provincial guidelines. 
The embargo will not affect students 
or others from bringing any of the foods 
on the "ban list," it merely prohibits the 
sale of these items on Crown property. 
The government's reason for 
bringing about this change, according to 
their "healthy choices" website, is that 
they believe this will lead to healthier 
diets for British Columbians. However, 
they are not eliminating all non-healthy 
options altogether, this is merely an 
attempt to offer some alternatives in 
vending machines on campus. 
The ban has already taken affect in 
BC's public schools, and there have been 
rumblings of lost revenues because of 
this. Regardless, Susan Witter, President 
of Douglas College did indicate at the 
last Environmental Sustainability Task 
Force meeting that the college intended 
to comply with this new policy. 
Students may get classes off for Olympics 
By Matthew Steinbach, Associate News Editor . 
Students will most likely recieve an extended reading 
break in 2010 to coincide with the Vancouver Olympics. 
In a bold scheme, many post-secondary institutions are 
or already have declared campus closures during the 
two-week period. 
While students will have two weeks off during the 
Olympics, the semester will likely also be extended by 
five days; some instructors may even expect students be 
present at lectures on two Saturdays too. 
Others may still have practicum or further aspects 
of their curriculum to follow. The college will set up 
a variance committee to debate the merit of certain 
programs continuing to occur, and the program will 
have to incorporate detailed reasoning to persuade the 
college to permit any section to persist for the duration 
of the interruption. 
There are several causes as to why the college 
intends to excuse classes. Douglas wishes to support 
students whom desire volunteer prospects during the 
games. Another reason is so that the school can become 
a non-financial associate of VANOC (Vancouver 
Olympic Committee). 
VANOC has approached all academic institutions 
in the lower mainland with this plan. They want to 
utilize the New Westminster Campus as a Park and 
Ride because of its proximity to the Skytrain. The other 
facilities would also be vacant to take advantage of as 
well. 
This closure may benefit Douglas College as well. 
It will grant the school the ability to utilize the official 
Olympics logo and market itself accordingly. This will 
also enable them to purchase tickets (six tickets per 
event day), at full price, for the Olympics well before 
they become publicly available and the college can 
subsequently raffle them off. However, this merely 
permits them to have a priority in purchasing tickets, 
not a guarantee that they can acquire them. 
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vancouver 2010 
On June 16, the Douglas College 
Education Council short-cycled 
several decisions regarding program 
requirements. "Short-cycling" occurs 
whenever the council enacts a quick 
decision without much prior notice. 
The consequence is that most of the 
following will happen in September 
2008. 
One of the programs affected 
is Child and Youth Care - BA, 
Youth Justice Specialization. These 
alterations will occur because the 
youth justice diploma students 
were broadening their education 
afterwards, thus non-youth justice 
students were pursuing this degree , 
requiring more prerequisites to ensure 
that all applicants for the degree have 
extensive knowledge in this area. 
Child and Youth Care- BA, Child 
Protection Specialization was also 
amended because of a high demand at 
University of the Fraser Valley, whom 
originally offered two of the courses. 
This change will allow Douglas to 
offer these courses as well. 
Child and Youth Care - Diploma 
will receive a new prerequisite as 
well ; this diploma will now include 
an aboriginal stream of courses, and 
one practicum. This is part of the new 
mandate at the college to increase 
aboriginal opportunities, and will 
begin in October of 2008 . However, 
implementation was delayed slightly 
because funding was only recently 
granted and the program's overseers 
felt it essential to ensure additional 
time to market this new diploma. 
Computing Science and 
Information Systems is also placing a 
new requirement for their one and two 
year certificates, as well as general, 
specialty, and double specialty 
diplomas. CSIS 11 10 will now be 
mandatory, because this course is 
viewed as a desirable prerequisite for 
several others, and the current math 
requirement is only accessible once a 
year. 
There were also amendments to 
the BBA - Financial Services and 
Administration program. This was a 
reduction in elective courses to reduce 
the total credits necessary to receive a 
credential. The rationale was that the 
existing number of required electives 
was excessive. 
For more information, check 
with the registrar 's office to explore 
whether or not your course areas are 
affected. 
U-Pass program faces impasse 
between college, student union 
By Matthew Steinbach, Associate News Editor 
The Douglas Students ' Union proclaimed last month that 
their society will be pursuing the U-Pass (Universal Bus Pass, 
a mandatory bus pass for all students that is cheaper than a one 
zone pass and permits riders to pass through all three zones) 
unaided by Douglas College. This is somewhat of a reversal 
from what the DSU has attempted in the past. 
For the better part of two years, the student's union 
was not concerned with pursuing the U-Pass until the cost 
was equivalent to UBC and SFU's program. Then last year, 
the organization removed such qualifications, and moved 
forward to pursue aU-Pass after all. The College and the DSU 
conversed about the proposal at length, but given the current 
financial circumstances, the College was ultimately reluctant 
to commit to the project. 
Historically, Translink has issued U-Passes via three-way 
agreements between themselves, the student society and the 
school. If the college refused to participate, the costs normally 
paid by the administration would either be financed by the 
students' union or by another student levy. This plan may not 
be possible either though. 
Blaine Jensen, vice president of Educational Services, who 
would deal with the U-Pass program if it were implemented, 
stated that "access to student data is one of the requirements 
[of the program], so we'd have to be involved." 
The College cannot divulge personal information without 
a person's consent per standing legislation, except in menial 
cases like student elections. What all this means is that the 
college's participation would be virtually mandatory to 
effectively administrate a program as complex as the U-Pass. 
Jensen expects that Translink will agree, and end up 
mandating that both the Students' Union and the college 
sanction the program before the U-Pass can move forward at 
Douglas College. 
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NEWS 
SHORTS 
Former Douglas 
president caps 
off Canada Day at 
Canada Place 
Bill Day, former president of Douglas 
College, presided over the Canada Day 
opening ceremonies at Vancouver's 
Canada Place last week. Now a 
citizenship judge, the former president 
officially inaugurated several dozen 
new Canadian citizens and gave a 
rousing and frequently witty speech 
on the virtues of citizenship before a 
packed auditorium of spectators. Also 
in attendance were BC Lieutenant 
Governor Stephen Point, acting 
Vancouver Mayor Peter Ladner, and 
CTV's Pamela Martin. Day served 
as president of Douglas College from 
1981 to 1995 and has been an active 
community figure since retirement. He 
received the Order of Canada in 1998. 
Students' Union 
hires new financial 
coordinator 
The Douglas Students' Union has 
finally hired a new finance coordinator 
after a lengthy hiring process. Roxanna 
Matanzas will now assume a position 
that has long been vacant, since the 
previous occupant, Joey Hansen, 
left amid scandal nearly three years 
ago. However, Matanzas' transition 
will be in progress for a while as she 
is still completing her work with her 
previous employer, as well as juggling 
schoolwork. Her focus of study centers 
on non-profit societies, which the DSU 
is, and she currently has a diploma 
from Kwantlen in Finance. She is 
working to eventually earn a CGA. 
National Aboriginal 
Day a success 
Douglas College held National 
Aboriginal Day celebrations last 
month on June 18 and 19. As always, 
the events achieved high attendance, 
and included a dinner, traditional 
dancers, as well as other Aboriginal 
experiences. This event was also open 
to the general public to help enhance 
understanding of the aboriginal 
community at Douglas. 
Student Union hiring 
The Students' Union is hiring students 
to perform various tasks around 
their office, including reception, 
beginning April 6, 2009. If this type 
of work appeals to you, the wage is 
approximately $15 an hour and the 
job is fully unionized. For further 
inquires email Geoffrey Lenahan, 
Staff Relations Officer, at 
stafli:e..l.a..ti.o.m.@dQuglas.s.l!Jd~nts.P.ni.o.n.&a. 
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New college task force aims to 
green Douglas 
B.y Matthew Steinbach, Associate News Editor 
You've probably seen signs all over campus, 
with slogans like "Turn Over To The Dark Side" 
and "Use the Forest." Well, they're the product of 
the college's new Environmental Sustainability 
Task Force, a venture that commenced in October to 
consider environmental sustainability in the college . 
community. 
The Task Force is an informal committee that 
is chaired by Susan Witter, President of Douglas 
College, and contains representatives from the 
Facilities and CElT, whom maintain the physical 
and electronic spaces of Douglas College. The 
group involves Douglas College's staff, faculty, and 
students as well. 
The group has undertaken the Greening Douglas 
campaign, to encourage a reduction in resource 
consumption on campus. The Task Force has instituted 
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the inclusion of paper recycling into all classrooms and 
the placement of pop bottle recycling, which is still 
escalating. They have also developed the 100 Day Eco 
Challenge, which could reoccur shortly. 
Their mandate, however, extends into many 
long-term goals as well that are being led by Facilities 
Manager, and Task Force member, Fernanda Santos. 
She is currently investigating ways to fulfill the 
college's carbon neutral requirements set forth by 
the provincial government, ensuring that clean up 
at the college is eco-friendly, and a conclusion to 
Styrofoam in the cafeteria. 
More information on this new group can be found 
at their website, douglas.bc.ca/community/green-team. 
htrnl . This bourgeoning group should be a part of the 
college for some time as the climate change issue gains 
an integral part in our institutions. 
Student's Union 
sours on student fee 
• 1ncrease 
Accuses college of dishonoring origina\ 
agreement 
By Matthew Steinbach, Associate News Editor 
L the services the fee currently ast fall the Douglas Students' offers; not merely give the college 
Union triumphantly approved an opportunity to "offload and 
an increase to their Activity and renege on much of its financial 
Intramural Fee from $5.50 to $30 obligations". 
per semester. The fee was setup to Before this report was 
sponsor sports and other activities released, Blaine Jensen, VP of 
at Douglas College, which were Educational Services, stated, "[the 
suffering from underfunding. DSU] never came and talked to us" 
The college had been subsidizing about the controversy. Jensen also 
the shortfall for a few years, but affirmed that there already was a 
acknowledged that more fiscal raise in usage of the fee and that 
reductions were to arrive and they anything that " the College did not 
could not continue to preserve the promise to investigate" would be 
school's athletic programs on their implemented . He added that several 
own. The college thus approached aspects of their new commitments 
the students' union and requested had previously be·en augmented 
they consider an increase to~.r ~· before these allegations were 
membership fee to help pay. The r~sed. 
students' union complied and at The school has investigated 
their subsequent Annual General where these issues have arisen 
Meeting-the first quorate AGM in by examining the method the 
almost a decade- a crowd of over students' union has employed thus 
100 students voted to approve the far to confront them. According to 
fee hike. their records there has only been 
Since then, the DSU's one inquiry by Geoffrey Lenahan, 
Representative Committee has Treasurer of the DSU, at the Centre 
evidently retreated from their ofWellness, Sports, and Recreation. 
decision to support the fee increase, Beyond these few questions and 
according to a recent report made to their statement in the report, it 
the Douglas College Board. In the appears the student union has only 
document, the DSU contends that modestly attempted to challenge the 
they were under the impression that college. 
the raise was intended to expand 
Opinions 
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New Lady 
opiniqns@theotherpress.ca 
New stoned driving laws a mess:_at best, . 
unconstitutional at worst 
By Liam Britten 
W bile the new Carbon Tax may have gotten a lot 
of attention in the media, there was another change in 
motoring regulations made on July first of this year; 
thanks to the implementation of Bill C-16, police 
officers can now test drivers for drug impairment in the 
same way that they test for alcohol. 
Of course, the mechanisms are different; there 's no 
breathalyser for drugs, so testing must be done in other 
ways. When an officer pulls a suspect over, the suspect 
will have to prove to the officer that they are fit to drive 
by performing sobriety tests. And if an officer flunks 
you on your roadside sobriety test, that means you get 
to piss in a cup at the station. 
In regards to the first assumption, I highly doubt 
that the average traffic cop can reliably determine if 
someone is high on drugs from a few simple tests (but 
then again, I don't think the average traffic cop can 
reliably determine anything). A 2002 study in Forensic 
Science International showed that officers performing 
these tests are wrong between 19 and 35% of the time-
and that could mean a third of all those who get pulled 
over will be giving blood to the cops whether they were 
high or not. 
This legislation relies on two assumptions that I 
feel are faulty; first, it presumes that police officers 
are skilled enough to perform roadside evaluations for 
drugs. Secondly, we are assuming that a blood or urine 
test can accurately determine that a driver is, at that 
point in time, actually under the influence of a drug to a 
degree that impairs his driving. 
And what about those blood tests? How will they 
determine if you're intoxicated enough? We currently 
don't have a definite intoxication level for drugs like 
the 0.08% limit we have for alcohol; according to the 
blood test, you're either intoxicated or not, with no 
grey area. And perhaps worst of all, a blood test can't 
even pinpoint when you were intoxicated. Even if you 
smoked a joint at a party three weeks ago, that blood 
test will still show you as positive for weed, and that 
means you could be charged. 
Don't get me wrong, if you're stoned, tripping 
or flying so bad that you can't walk a chalk line, you 
shouldn't be driving. But that said, the way these new 
laws are set up, it's highly likely that we're going to see 
a good number of innocent people convicted alongside 
those who are truly making our roads less safe. Here's 
hoping this law gets taken off the books, and quick. 
Welcome to British Columbia, the 
new home of North America 's first-ever 
carbon tax, which as of July 1, 2008 has 
begun dinging drivers an additional 2.4 
cents per litre at the gas pumps. 
This new tax is a bigger joke than 
Gordon Campbell's hair cut. Despite 
widespread opposition to the tax (a 
recent province-wide poll revealed that 
over sixty percent of British Columbians 
oppose the tax), Campbell has pushed 
through with it anyways, which has 
caused the price of gas in many areas to 
exceed the $1.50 per litre barrier. 
All this is done to supposedly get 
us out of cars and take public transit and 
reduce our "carbon footprint." Never 
mind that the tax affects everyone in 
the province, including the people who 
live in the Fraser Valley or outside the 
Lower Mainland, where suitable transit 
options are, to say the least, in short 
supply. Never mind that the carbon tax 
hits truckers, who have to drive for a 
living, and are one of the backbones 
of our economy. Never mind that the 
new tax comes at a time when the price 
of oil is a record high, with crude oil 
just hitting $140 per barrel for the first 
time in history. What is truly infuriating 
however is that not only is this tax not 
fair, it is also extremely hypocritical. 
First off, Campbell has screamed 
to anybody who will listen that the 
carbon tax is revenue neutral, and that 
income tax will be lowered as a result. 
Uh, Gordo, that doesn't sound revenue 
neutral to most people. Raising the price 
offuel increases the price of everything, 
as stores have to pay more to have their 
products brought in. So right away, the 
price of just about everything goes up. 
Also, income tax reductions are hardly 
equal for everyone, as the poor, whom 
the carbon tax will hit the hardest, 
get much less of a tax break than the 
wealthy, yet they pay the same amount 
at the pump. 
Certainly, the premier takes us for 
idiots if he expects anybody to believe 
that the carbon tax is meant to Ieduce 
carbon emissions, and isn't a straight 
cash grab. 
Campbell has repeatedly claimed 
that the carbon tax is meant for the 
betterment of the environment. If this is 
true, then why are "industrial processes" 
exempt from paying the tax? What this 
means is that the cement and aluminum 
industries for example, two very heavy 
polluters, don't have to ·pay the carbon 
tax, despite the fact that they churn out 
many, many times the emissions of Joe 
Average Citizen, who is forced to pay 
the tax. 
Next, international shipping 
boats don't have to pay the carbon tax 
either, despite the fact that local ships 
do. This just doesn't make any sense 
economically. We're charging domestic 
freighters the carbon tax, but letting 
ships that come in from foreign nations 
off scot-free. How exactly that is fair to 
British Columbians is anyone's guess. 
Cruise ships from outside BC don't 
have to pay either. Remember, the 
cruise ship industry is made up of boats 
that basically all come from outside 
BC. What is really baffling is that 
ferries and transit systems are subjected 
to the carbon tax as well, so they are 
going to jack up their prices even more 
to cover the cost. SkyTrain just did that 
a few months ago, and BC Ferries has 
announced that increased charges will 
soon hit the customer. 
There are many other business that 
have weaseled out of paying the carbon 
tax; those listed above are just a few. 
However, what is really insulting is that 
Campbell and his spin doctors are trying 
to justify their tax further by issuing 
$100 "climate change dividends" to all 
British Columbians. All that is, ladies 
and gentlemen, is a bribe. Even worse, 
it is a bribe with our own damn money! 
What Campbell has conveniently 
forgotten to tell us is that we will pay 
GST on the carbon tax. Now before 
you look at that last sentence and say 
to yourself "What the fuck?" I want to 
assure you that that was not a typo. We 
are now getting taxed on a tax. Can you 
believe that? We are paying GST on the 
carbon tax, so we're getting whacked 
twice! 
The government also has the 
audacity to tell us to spend our money 
in "green" ways. Innay be trendy to be 
green at the moment, but I really don't 
want Big Brother Gordy telling me how 
to spend my money, and I certainly 
don't want to live in a nanny state, 
which is what Campbell seems bent on 
achieving with moronic taxes like this 
one. 
Plus, the carbon tax really won't 
accomplish anything. It is big enough 
to put a dent in our wallets but isn't 
big enough to force us outside of our 
vehicles. The fact of the matter is that 
British Columbia doesn't have a suitable 
public transportation system to deal 
with everyone suddenly ditching their 
cars; it isn't anywhere near European 
standards, which makes the carbon tax 
even more unfair. 
What the new carbon tax really 
boils down to is an exploitation of our 
fear. People like to say that the American 
government keeps their people in a 
perpetual state of fear, but they should 
really look around. We 're having our 
money practically stolen from us on 
the basis of global warming-a theory 
that hasn't even been proven yet! Yes, 
I know that many people believe what 
nut cases like David Suzuki have been 
spewing about global warming, but 
remember that Suzuki is also. the guy 
who said that people who don' t believe 
in global warming should be thrown in 
jail. · 
So, is the carbon tax needed to 
pay for any necessary public projects? 
Nope, it is being introduced because 
our premier has chosen to believe in 
unsettled "science." Oh, and -he gets to 
take our money. If Campbell and his 
lackeys really believed the garbage they 
are telling us about needing to suddenly 
halt climate change, which has been in 
motion for billions of years, then they 
wouldn't have made major polluters 
exempt from the tax, its that simple. 
Finally, we live in a democratic 
society. The majority are opposed to 
the carbon tax, but the apparently. the 
people don't have a voice in Gordon 
Campbell's government. 
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The plight of the online dater 
By Crystal Auffray, Acting Opinions Editor 
Okay, fine-I went online. Woe is 
me, I finally decided to plunk myself 
down in front of the computer and add 
myself to the barrage of thousands 
(seems like millions) of other young 
singles looking for love. As a young, 
eligible bachelorette, I had many choices 
of websites upon which 
You see, my logic was that if I 
was up front about what I didn 't like, I 
would be much more likely to find what 
I did like by weeding out the "not-so-
desirable" ones. I was wrong. 
What I quickly realized-and ladies, 
beware-is that if someone thinks he is 
out of your league, he is just going to 
try doubly hard to get your 
I could advertise my 
virtues. 
The first thing-and 
in my opinion, almost the 
most terrifying thing-I 
had to do was create a 
profile. I don't know 
about anyone else, but 
I'm not in the business 
of tooting my own hom. 
"In the twisted 
world of online 
attention and get you on 
a date! Naive dater that I 
am, er, was, I hadn't yet 
encountered the "Persistent 
Dater'', but he made himself 
known to me in no uncertain 
terms. I believe that in the 
somewhat twisted world of 
online encounters, "no" is 
encounters (no' is 
often misinterpreted 
for a resounding 
(yes.'" 
There are already too 
.many people on these sites waiting to 
flaunt their many wares to unsuspecting 
victims. I didn't want to be boastful and 
I definitely didn't want to be shallow. So, 
what did I do? I told the truth. Maybe 
that isn't the best tactic in online dating, 
but far be it from me to begin any sort 
of relationship based on little (or big) 
falsehoods. 
often misinterpreted for a 
resounding "yes." 
Case in point: I received a new 
message from a good-looking man. He 
asked me if I wanted to chat. I agreed. 
After about ten minutes of conversation, I 
realized he was from Ontario. Wondering 
what type of successful relationship he 
could possibly foresee, I told him I wasn't 
interested in anything long distance. To 
which he instantly replied, "Why not? I 
all fun 
them. While scores of people are outside 
relishing the pleasant sunshine, I'm in the 
john performing rampant movements; a 
madman with a sandal in his hand. 
Don't be fooled, 
once flew a girl from Calgary here for 
the weekend just to see if we had any 
chemistry. Don'{ you think weekends 
away are romantic?" 
Yes, with someone you know. I told 
him that I wasn't interested and I wished 
him well in his search. Easy as that. Not 
hard to say goodbye when you don't 
even know each other, right? That was 
question, "are you hiring" by claiming, 
"we are always accepting resumes" . A 
reiteration of the question would simply 
elicit a reiteration of the answer-and 
It's that time again; summer has 
officially arrived in all of its splendor. 
Though it may be lovely, there are many 
unrelated sentiments that I inevitably 
associate with this fair season. though, it's not only UJ have bad memO-
frankly, a notable 
accumulation of 
impatience on my 
behalf. Why the 
status of employment 
availability was 
treated as if it was 
some CIA secret 
still transcends my 
At the commencement of summer, 
I regrettably always encounter some 
uninvited guests. No, they' re not friends, 
family, or even strangers, but rather 
arachnids. Baby spiders to be specific. 
They may be miniature but don't be 
mistaken, they invade as a full-blown, 
bad-ass gang. 
I often have standoffs with these 
creatures in the bathroom, they hang 
out there (literally); although a part of 
me wants to liberate them, and help 
them find their way outdoors, the task 
is just too overwhelming. Instead, I am 
more prone to just swipe, swat, or stomp 
. 
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spiders that can summon 
my ire. Human beings 
are perfectly capable 
of replicating the angst 
that arachnids arouse in 
me. 
I have bad memories 
ries of summers 
where I have 
searchedforjobsin 
the sweltering hear' 
of past summers where 
I have desperately searched for jobs in 
. sweltering heat. The worst aspect of my 
search that is etched in my mind is all the 
absurd replies I received from potential 
employers. There was one type of reply 
in particular that really stupefied me. 
These people would respond to simple 
understanding. 
Anyhow, enough about the spider 
sandal rampage and the superfluous 
covertness of my potential employers. I 
do have some positive associations with 
summer. 
Each new summer season, I am 
reminded of the wonderful fruits that are 
two weeks ago and now, every time I log 
in to my account, there is a new message 
from this gentleman stating, "Hello ... " 
In fact, I can count on it. Oh well, I guess 
it's just another one of those perils that 
goes with the territory. To all of you out 
there searching like me, happy hunting, 
and ... good luck! 
borne and offered at this time of the year, 
not to mention the other temping foods 
of the season. I faithfully yearn all year 
for the scrumptious taste of ripe cherries, 
seedless slices of watermelon, succulent 
wedges of cantaloupes and delightful 
bites of nectarines. Needless to say, there 
are a handful of other luscious fruits that 
gratify my very demanding taste buds. The 
taste, smell, and sight a nice juicy hot dog 
or hamburger and pop on a hot summer 
day, is always very pleasant. Likewise, 
the gradual sips of a cool, refreshing beer 
on a warm summer evening can make for 
a lovely conclusion to a night ... actually, 
will you excuse me? I'm going to march to 
the fridge since my stomach is generating 
unprecedented whines. 
Happy summer! 
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i electric trollies! 
I'm a bridesmaid ... 
but I'm not bitter 
By Susan Jung 
Have you ever allowed a dear friend 
to chew you up and spit you out, and 
then chew you up some more? I have-
twice-and the masochist in me is 
allowing it to happen all over again this 
summer. Yes, my friends, it is wedding 
season, and this August I will walk down 
the aisle as a bridesmaid for the third time 
in my life. Don't get me wrong-being 
asked to be a bridesmaid is an honour, 
but being the chew toy of a white, ruffle-
clad monster is another. These women 
may try and hide behind their lace veils, 
but I have learned to see the glint of 
fangs underneath. I 
see them because they 
are dripping with my 
In her defense, I have known her 
since I was 14 and I can honestly say that 
she has been nothing but I yal and kind 
to me up until that point and continued to 
be afterwards-which is why the whole 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Bryde thing bewilders 
me. I don't believe I will ever truly have 
all the answers to this timeless riddle, but 
I will leave all the brides out there with a 
few tips on how to keep your friends: 
1. Ask, don't demand. For example: 
Would you mind terribly if I used your 
face to test this makeup for allergic 
reactions? Oh, thank you! 
2. If you aren't paying for the 
bridesmaid dresses, 
you only have a say 
in the colour and the 
blood. 
Once, I spent hours 
lighting hundreds of 
tea candles that lined 
the stone steps and altar 
of an ancient Indian 
church, only to find 
that many of them were 
getting blown out by 
the oncoming breeze. 
As I desperately tried 
((These women may 
try to hide behind 
their lace veils but I 
length. If you want 
a specific dress, pay 
up! No-no: I don 't 
want you wearing 
those cheap polyester 
disasters! I found 
perfect BCBG dresses 
you can buy! I admit 
you'll have to spend 
a bit more, but if it 
have learned to see 
the glint of fangs 
underneath.-" 
to light them again, 
a distant, predatory 
sound shook me to the 
very core of my being: Suuuusssaaaaan!! 
Make the wind stop blowing! 
At this point, I did something drastic: 
I ignored her and looked straight ahead, 
pretending that I couldn't hear her shrill 
cries. This may sound mean, but just 
minutes before, she had come down from 
her chamber of horrors and yelled at the 
poor underpaid servants to reweave all 
the strings of wedding flowers that they 
had literally spent hours labouring over. 
makes you feel any 
better, my dress was 
more expensive. 
3. Show them 
you appreciate them. Perhaps a pedicure 
to say you're sorry for using your pin 
heel to smash in their little toe when they 
complained of fatigue after going to the 
tenth dress shop in one day. 
Yes, a wedding is the bride's day, 
and her friends should do what they. can 
to make her day the most memorable of 
her life. However, a little appreciation 
goes a long way ... and could help spare 
valuable friendships in the long run. 
By Matthew Steinbach 
The base of Columbia and 8'h Street 
in New Westminster is a testament to 
the transit system Greater Vancouver 
once possessed. This intersection was 
one of the major train terminals from 
which you could ride to Chilliwack or 
to downtown Vancouver (now the Expo 
Line, formerly the Central Park Line), 
with many more stops along the way. 
From downtown, riders could travel 
along the Marpole line (soon to be the 
Canada Line), along the Burnaby Lake 
Line (now the Millennium line) to a 
variety of other destinations. 
Today, two ambitious schemes 
to recreate the Interurban (the city's 
pre-SkyTrain train system) have been 
proposed. One would connect Granville 
Island with Stanley Park via street car 
and the other would provide a link 
between Cloverdale and Scott Road. 
The Evergreen SkyTrain Line, 
which will connect to both Lougheed 
Station and Douglas College's David 
Lam Campus, was originally intended 
to become a trolley car system of 
this sort. However, the provincial 
government abandoned this idea and 
incorporated the use of "Advanced 
Light Rail Transit" instead, something 
akin to SkyTrain. 
The old system was quite successful 
in Vancouver and could probably be 
revived without much hassle. The trains 
woul r merely need replacing, and 
~· ... basing buses wouldn't be as costly. 
Many of the original tracks are still in 
place, and Transit could continue to 
utilize them. 
The decision to forego the trolley 
car system was an oversight on the 
government's part, and had immediate 
consequences. Among other things, 
SkyTrain quickly became an easy way to 
commit suicide in the Lower Mainland. 
Alternatively, Electric Rail derives its 
power source from above, instead of 
below, the trains-effectively removing 
the temptation to jump. 
Electric Rail trains must have 
drivers, while Skytrain does not have 
an operator on board. To substitute 
this lack of authority, Transit employs 
multiple cleaners, security, and transit 
police to ensure that fares are paid and 
trains are clean. Surely a driver on a 
train could be responsible for these 
tasks as well as operate a train. 
The Expo Line does not tolerate 
freight below the tracks. The Central 
Park Line was once used to transport 
freight when the BC Electric Railway 
Company ran trains on the line. Such 
tracks can be used for many purposes, 
ensuring that multiple organizations 
would maintain the tracks rather than 
leaving the burden on the taxpayer. 
Skytrain, however, is a one-use type of 
track. 
When the government assumed 
control of the BC Electric Company 
several years after the closure of its 
railway assets, our politicians lacked 
any reasonable foresight, leaving 
Lower Mainland citizens in our current 
predicament. As we invest more capital 
into an expanding and increasingly 
expensivetransitsystem, the opportunity 
to build more lines at a fraction of the 
cost to the taxpayer will be diminished. 
This means that commuters will have 
fewer options available to them as the 
city expands faster than the pace at 
which transit can develop. 
Ironically, with the potential 
conclusion of our ability to drill for 
oil, a return to an older model of transit 
would be a benefit Lower Mainland 
citizens once again, as it would offer 
a low-cost, eco-friendly alternative to 
what we are currently dealing with. 
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12007, Calgarian Zak: Pashak-who 
made national headlines four years ago when 
his stepfather, Allan Markin, part-owner of 
the Calgary Aames, sued him for custody 
of the family dog-{).ecided to engage in 
a little bit of indie rock philanthropy and 
created the inaugural Sled Island Festival, a 
four-day concert that boasted acts like The 
Boredoms, Cat Power and Spoon alongside 
a slough of local talent. This year, the indie 
promoter tried to one-up himself, adding an 
extra day to the festival and enlisting Scott 
Kannberg (formerly of Pavement!!) to help 
curate the lineup. Why? Because, in his 
own words, Pashak thought, "Calgarians 
are searching" for an alternative to "pathetic 
interpretations of New York" and that they 
"want something vibrant, meaningful, and 
home grown that holds up to anything in the 
world." 
Curiously, my own motivations for 
embarking on a journey to Cow Town were 
surprisingly similar. Frustrated by the bland 
com.rnerciality surrounding this year's 
upcoming Pemberton Festival, I decided 
to opt out of the LiveNation sponsored 
booze-a-thon, and instead invest my time 
and money into Sled Island, an event which 
seemed a tad more genuine. Although 
the festival suffered from some poor 
scheduling-many of the best acts played 
at the same time in small venues strewn 
across the city's core-I think I made the 
right choice. 
After an 11-hour drive, I got to Calgary 
in time to scam 
my way to 
the front 
of the 
line for an acoustic Q&A with Hoboken's 
finest, Yo La Tengo, Husband and wife 
duo Ira Kaplan and Georgia Hubley, along 
with the various other musicians that have 
tagged along, have been a staple of the indie 
scene since their formation in 1984. Seeing 
a band With that kind of staying power is 
one thing, but attending an intimate and 
interactive performance with them in an 
ilrtsy theatre is another. The band fielded a 
lot of stupid questions from the audience 
(What's your favourite colour? How did 
9-11 affect your music?), but they almost 
always managed to turn them into amusing 
anecdotes. In between questions the band 
drew a mix of popular and obscure arrows 
from their musical quiver, and treated the 
crowd to an Angry Samoans cover and a 
precious version of Neil Young's "For the 
Turnstiles." 
From there it was off to catch rising 
CalgarystarsWomen.Theband-allofwhom 
are boys-sounded like a mix of two other 
prominent bands at 
the festival: No Age 
number of solid folksy indie-rock jams. 
Sadly, I left before they inevitably closed 
with the epic "For Real," from 2005's The 
Blqck Sheep Boy. 
Yo La Tengo's Friday set on the 
mainstage, marred as it was by terrible, bass-
heavy sound, couldn't hold a candle to their 
·earlier show, so the festival didn't really get 
going until hometown songstresses Tegan & 
Sara showed up. I got the feeling the twins 
were engaged in a bit of a sisterly spat, as 
their trademark back and forth banter didn't 
really make an appearance. I suppose Tegan 
made up for it though when she quipped that 
she didn't have crabs in front of an audience 
that consisted of almost all her extended 
family. 
Despite their hometown status, 
longstanding pop-punks Chixdiggitcouldn 't 
attract many people to the side stage, as most 
of the crowd was hunkering down for the 
imminent arrival of Broken Social Scene. 
Singer KJ Jansen responded by playfully 
mocking those waiting 
instead of watching, 
and The Dodos. The 
foursome's intricate 
forays into both 
shiny, nostalgic pop 
and avant-garde 
ambience appear 
to have garnered 
((Calgarians are searching 
for an alternative to pathetic 
interpretations of New York" 
and then tore through 
a quick set of the three-
chord, boy meets girl 
anthems the band has 
been penning since 
1991. Love it or hate 
them a sizable local 
following, as they had the medium-sized 
venue fairly full. Local percussion-driven 
noise act Basketball was up next, and in 
an exciting twist, they had recruited local 
fixture Cameron Reed, the organizer of 
Music Waste and a former member of 
short-lived local sensation Hot Loins-to 
dance around, interact with the crowd and 
occasionally bang some cymbals together. 
The festival boasted a number of 
surprise guests, all of whom closed out the 
nights at the Legion Hall. On Thursday, 
Okkervil River had the honour. Fresh off 
an earlier show in the day, singer Will Sheff 
arrived onstage sporting a get-up similar to 
the one Napoleon Dynamite wore to the 
prom, and he led 
his band 
it, you have to give the 
band credit for sticking 
with the formula for so long. It's kind of cute 
that their songwriting hasn't changed since 
they were a bunch of teenagers banging out 
tunes in their parent's garage. 
Broken Social Scene got a late start, 
and as such, they had to cut their set short. 
Kevin Drew even apologized, saying it was 
more like a tease than actually going to 
bed together. They pretty much rolled out 
the hits, including "KC Accidental" and 
"Cause= Time," before treating the audience 
to a few tracks from Brendan Canning's 
upcoming solo record. They closed with 
an absolutely thundering version of "lbi 
Dreams of Pavement" 
Friday's special guest was Wrre. For 
those of you don't know, Wire is one of 
the most influential post-punk bands ever 
to emerge from the UK. While the band 
may not be as spry as they were in their 
heyday back in the late 70s, the continuing 
quality of their output more than makes up 
for it. Much of their set was comprised of 
the newer songs from their Read & Bum 
series, but they did reach way back for 
'The Lowdown," and they played "12XU'' 
during their second encore! 
Luke Simcoe 
aeditor@ gmail.com 
Much of the final day at the mainstage 
progressed on serve: Jonathan Richman, 
formerly of The Modem Lovers, warbled 
his way through idiosyncratic love songs, 
the spectacle of Of Montreal's live show, 
which included a few costume changes 
and a man wearing a big tiger head, sadly 
overshadowed their songs, and Mogwai's 
evocative, chest-rattling instrumentals were 
a perfect closer. I suppose the highlight 
was catching a glimpse of Of Montreal 
frontman Kevin Barnes changing backstage 
and discovering-via the giant "Italia" 
emblazoned on his underwear--that he was 
an Italian soccer fan. 
Once the mainstage ended, I took a 
gamble on Qui, a formerly instrumental and 
experimental hardcore band, who recently 
recruited David Yow, the aging former 
frontman of The Jesus Lizard, on vocals. 
Although he looked like he'd been living 
the rock n' roll lifestyle for a bit too long, 
Yow lived up to his reputation as a gonzo 
frontman; he grabbed people from the crowd 
and sang right into their faces and stalked 
the small stage like a sweat -drenched man 
possessed. His performance was made all 
the more impressive by the fact that he only 
recently recovered from a punctured lung 
he received while performing in Pittsburgh. 
Human Milk, collaboration between 
some Broken Social Scenesters and Scott 
Kannberg, were the final special guests at 
the Legion. Although earnest, the songs 
were kind of ramshackle and, with the 
exception of a rousing version of "It's All 
Gonna Break," they ended the festival on a 
somewhat anticlimactic note. 
Cool. Well it's time to put those sleds 
back in the garage until next summer. See 
you then. 
The Trews rock the 
Dragon Boat Festival 
Mark 
Fisher 
The summer weather that everyone in 
the Lower Mainland ·waits all year for 
was late in arriving this year, as anyone 
would tell you durjng . the first half of 
June. But the sunshine and heat arrived on 
June 21", just in time for the 20th annual 
Alcan Dragonboat Festival. Perhaps 
the record attendance of 120,000 at this 
year 's festival pleased the Heavenly 
Dragon-the deity that the ancient sport 
originally honoured-and chose to bless 
us with a summer heat wave. 
The Vancouver Dragonboat Festival 
is the world 's largest outside of Hong 
Kong. Over 150 teams competed in 
this year 's festival, with races running 
non-stop every 12 minutes for most 
of Saturday and Sunday. The teams 
compete in a 500-metre sprint to the 
finish line; a killer workout. In order 
to get the mammoth boats to move it 
takes 20 paddle~;s performing well-timed 
strokes. To win, a team has to be capable 
of maintaining its timing while paddling 
as fast as possible for about two minutes. 
Each team has a drummer to help them 
keep the perfect rhythm. 
' Over 4000 competitors took part 
in the weekend '~ event. Teams were 
divided into different divisions, and 
from the year-round devotees in the 
competitive grouping to the first-timers 
in the recreational division everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves. The race 
that impressed me the most was the 
senior 's division, watching a team of 60 
year olds get the giant boat moving as 
fast as they did was something else. 
The races draw many spectators and 
gawkers, but the festival itself also had 
some other things worth checking out. 
There was a cooking stage 
where an "Aluminum Chef ' 
competition took place, and 
m usicians 
p erformed 
light show. The possibilities are endless! 
The feature evening event of the 
festival was a free all ages concert by The 
Trews. A year ago I wouldn't have been 
impressed, but their latest songs have 
really shown a marked improvement over 
their earlier material, so I was hoping 
the same would be true for their live 
show. The last 
time I saw them lllcll~- throughout the 
day. Alcanreally 
gives back to 
the province by 
sponsoring this 
event, but their 
tent could use 
some livening 
'The main attraction Alcan live-playing on 
the same bill as 
The Offspring 
and Bif Naked 
back in 2005-
they seemed to 
had was a ring toss game 
where you could win a roU of 
aluminum foil. Seriously?" 
up if they really 
want to create goodwill. The 
main attraction they had was 
a ring toss game where you 
could win a roll of aluminum 
foil. Seriously? I was amazed 
people actually stood in line 
for it. It's obvious someone 
needs to teach these guys to 
how to party. There are so 
many great ideas for fun with 
aluminum foil: free aluminum 
foil hats, an aluminum foil 
tanning booth, an aluminum 
foil in a microwave electrical 
be the type of 
band I would 
never grow to like. Their major flaw at 
the time was that for a rock band, most 
of their songs were unbearably whiny. 
"Tired of Waiting," "Yearning," "So 
She's Leaving," and worst of all "Poor 
01' Broken Hearted Me," were all songs 
that seemed to be nothing but complaints 
about minor setbacks set to middling 
electric guitar that really should have 
been acoustic in the first place. Even 
their biggest hit, "I'm Not Ready To 
Go," could have been written by a 9-
year old. But their latest album No Time 
For Later makes a huge leap forward in 
July 7, 2008 
rocking out. And the band has also taken 
a huge leap forward as a live act. 
Playing to a Commodore-sized 
crowd who knew they were getting one 
hell of a bargain with this free show, the 
band really stirred the audience into a 
frenzy-! would have never expected to 
see crowd surfing at a free all-ages show 
at a boating festival! The band's latest 
material was amazing live. "Paranoid 
Freak" is a song that I could listen to 
over and over, and they delivered it with 
a vengeance. "Hold Me In Your Arms" 
is dripping with style and flair, and 
gave guitarist John-Angus MacDonald 
a chance to show how far he has come 
since the band first started. Lead singer 
Colin MacDonald was a great frontman, 
very engaged with the crowd and in a 
contagiously good mood. I liked how he 
made eye contact with all of the young 
kids on their parents ' shoulders during 
his songs, and one young girl was even 
given a round of applause at his request. 
This isn't a band that is likely to do very 
many all-ages shows, so they seemed 
to get a real kick out of this one. 'Tm 
Not Ready To Go", despite its flaws, is 
a great way to end a concert, and on that 
night down at False Creek it was a great 
ending to a day at the festival , and a great 
part of summer 's official start. 
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There were times when I was watching Matt Good 
perform on June 26'h at The Orpheum that I found myself 
wondering just how medicated the poor guy actually 
is. Not that his stage presence wasn't as magnetic as 
always, and not that his musical talents were in any way 
lacking, but it just took so long for anything he sang 
off Hospital Music, his most recent and most personal 
album to date, to feel as though it were happening to 
him and not some other poor schmo. I mean, for a guy 
who found out that his wife was cheating on him, lost 
his unborn daughter, and was diagnosed with bipolar 
disorder all in the space of just over a year, you'd think 
watching the man perform songs about that horrid 
time of his life would make you want to whip out your 
12 
lighters in tribute, put a plastic bag over your head and 
start inhaling deeply. Thanks to his meds though (and 
likely because this is nearing the end of his current tour 
and he's already performed these songs over and over 
again for months on end), much of what he performed 
from Hospital Music didn't have quite the same impact 
as when he played his acoustic show at The Centre last 
September, when those emotional wounds were still 
fresh. 
Now, if you know anything about Matt Good, you' II 
know that his music is very lyrically based, as though 
some clinically depressed political activist transcribed 
his entire journal (or blog, I guess, in this day and age) 
into verse and put itto our trademark NorthAmerican alt-
rock. Thus, Matt Good has his lovers and haters, mostly 
because his music demands a certain level of emotional 
involvement that not everybody is willing to give. The 
audience at his show was a smattering of Vancouverite 
cliches, ranging from the hot hipster chick trying 
not to cry during "Weapon," to the permafried-into-
indifference dude in the Joe Montana jersey smoking a 
joint in Row 15 during "Load Me Up." I'm not the type 
to tear up, so the first half of the show (which opened on 
the ten minute-long "Champions of Nothing") dragged 
a bit for me, but Matt's lyrical prowess kept my interest 
level up. Using Hollywood Indians, snow, mountains, 
and fountains as metaphors for nostalgia and days gone 
past, his audience paid attention to his poetry in ways 
that would have made any grade school English teacher 
go postal with jealousy. 
But then, just when I figured "Born Losers" was 
the highlight of a semi-intimate attempt at an emotional 
show, Good suddenly whipped out his repertoire 
from albums past, finally making full use of his new 
band. Starting with "Avalanche" and slowly building 
towards brilliantly layered performances of "Black 
Helicopter" and "Apparitions," I was back in 2004 
again, discovering Matt Good for the first time while 
sneaking my first underage beer. And then, the encores! 
Two encores! In total, the secona dn third sets lasted 
nearly as long as the show itself. Matt Good finally 
broke out from being a sad ol' sack of shit and rocked 
out to tunes like "Giant" and "Hello Time Bomb" in a 
fashion that would have made Brad Delp--the former 
frontman of Boston, who committed suicide in March 
of 2007-proud. Closing with "Alert Status Red" and 
a cover of Josh Ritter's "Girl In The War," the show 
finally felt real again. And I really, sincerely hope that 
despite his lyrics, Matt Good won't be so in love with 
his pills that he' ll try to get rid of himself the same way 
Delp did. The music world would miss him too much. 
Matt Good's Set List: 
- Champions of Nothing 
-A Single Explosion 
-Odette 
- Born Losers 
-The Devil 'sIn Your Details 
-Avalanche 
-Load Me Up 
- Put Out Your Lights 
- Blue Skies Over Bad Lands 
- Black Helicopter 
- I'm A Window 
- 99% Of Us Is Failure 
-Apparitions 
-Weapon 
-Giant* 
- Hello Time Bomb* 
- Everything Is Automatic* 
• -She's In It For The Money* 
-Alert Status Red* 
- Girl In The War* (Josh Ritter cover) 
* Songs marked with an asterisk were played during 
the encore(s). 
Benjamin Luk is a music journalist and professional 
photographer based out of New Westminster, BC. See 
more of his live music covelage at ThatRockBlog.com. 
TAKE EIGHT 
WOMEN 
WOMEN 
Women's awesome eponymous 
debut was recorded on a series of 
ghettoblasters and tape recorders. start 
turning heads in the very near future. If 
that wasn't enough, Calgary indie icon 
Chad VanGaalen produced and arranged 
much of the album. The four members 
of Women used to be in a highly 
technical metal band called Veritas, and 
while their new project is a fairly drastic 
departure from their roots, their excess 
guitar chops shine through on their 
jangly psych-pop arrangements. Songs 
like "Black Rice," and the painfully 
short "Group Transport Hall," are 
slottedin next to eerily ambient jams, 
and the end result should start turning 
heads very soon. 
- Luke Simcoe 
NESTLE 
CARAMILK BARS 
Okay, so for a trip down memory lane, 
I recently tried a candy bar I hadn't had 
in a long time: the classic Cararnilk. 
Worst mistake ever; I'd completely 
forgotten how goddamn crappy this 
piece of shit candy bar is. It's like they 
took the lowest quality caramel, covered 
it in the lowest quality chocolate, then 
doused it in yak piss just to give it that 
little something extra. I don't know 
why anyone ever eats these things; 
my mouth feels like its just been in a 
remake of 2 Girls 1 Cup. I don't know 
what it's like to be raped in the mouth, 
but eating a Cararnilk bar is close 
enough. Go die, Cadbury. 
-Liam Britten 
MAYBE 
SMITH 
ANIMALS 
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MAYBE SMITH 
ANIMALS & ARCHITECTS 
Colin Skrapek, a.k.a. Maybe Smith is 
a one-man electro-pop band based in 
Saskatoon. He 's been floating around 
on the CBC Radio 3 charts for a 
while now, and his latest outing, the 
juxtapositonally named Animals & 
Architects, is a toe-tapping journey 
through Skrapek's inner sanctum; 
straightforward indie-pop is involved 
in a lock-step with kitschy beats and 
quirky lyrics. Of particular note is 
leading track, "Open War," during 
which Skrapek muses about a girl "who 
gave head to her priest, even though 
[she doesn't] eat meat." The only 
complaint is that the rhyme and meter 
that Skrapek uses for his vocal delivery 
is too oft-repeated, and as a result, a 
few songs are almost indistinguishable. 
- Luke Simcoe 
FUTURAMA 
THE BEAST WITH A 
BILLION BACKS 
The latest Futurama movie gets points 
for not simply retreading old ground. 
The first straight-to-DVD movie, 
Bender's Big Score, while hilarious, 
really lacked innovation, and instead 
went for safe laughs by using the series' 
winning jokes of the past. Beast With 
a Billion Backs, however, is almost a 
complete departure for the series. The 
movie is strong in theme, tackling love, 
religion and loss in an often poignant, 
always hilarious way. The plot has the 
classic A-story and B-story formula, but 
manages to tie everything up nicely in 
the end. One problem is that the film 
too often goes for the obvious laugh, 
making the whole thing seem a little 
too lowbrow for the usual Futurama 
aficionado. If they perhaps avoided the 
urge to cram too many jokes as possible 
into this thing, the movie would have 
been a complete winner; it's quality, not 
quantity! 
-Liam Britten 
STARBUCKS 
PUMPKIN SCONES 
I've always thought that pumpkins 
are one of the most underrated fruits . 
I mean, just think about it. You can 
buy all sorts of crap that tastes like 
kiwis or pomegranates, but the only 
thing you can get in pumpkin flavor is 
the occasional pie on Thanksgiving. 
Thankfully the good people at 
Starbucks have corrected this historic 
wrong and now sell delicious pumpkin-
flavored scones all year round. Savory 
and lightly-spiced with rich sugary icing 
and a crumbly texture these treats make 
a perfect companion to any latte. Only 
trouble is they're only available during 
breakfast hours, so get 'em while you 
can. 
-J.J. McCullough 
PARAMOUNT 
DRILLBIT TAYLOR (DVD) 
The DVD edition of the latest Owen 
Wilson movie was released on July 1 
and is good for the regular Seth Rogen-
inspired laughs. Like most movies he's 
in, Owen Wilson steals the show, and 
he works very well with the young 
cast. The movie follows unemployed 
bum Drill bit (Wilson), who answers 
an internet ad posted by three kids 
needing a bodyguard from a school 
bully. Despite the silly-sounding plot, 
the show was actually really funny. It 
is also released in an extended unrated 
survival version, which is loaded with 
deleted scenes, extended commentary, 
a gag real, interviews with Seth Rogen 
and co-writer Kristofor Brown, and 
numerous featurettes. 
-Garth McLennan 
July 7, 2008 
TRIDENT 
ORANGE SWIRL GUM 
The latest in Trident's "crazy flavored 
slime in gum" series, Orange Splash is 
actually pretty tasty. They've managed 
to perfectly capture that unique orange-
and-vanilla essence of the creamsicles 
you grew up with as a kid (especially 
in the first getl-releasing bite, which is 
pure bliss). The only downside, as is 
the case with all gums, is that the flavor 
is very short-lasting. I found myself 
having to pop at least three pieces for a 
decent-length chew. 
-J.J. McCullough 
20TH CENTURY FOX 
JUMPER (DVD) 
Just released on DVD, Jumper, starring 
Hayden Christenson, is a surprisingly 
good movie that is fun to watch. Sure, 
some things don't make a lot of sense, 
and yes, they leave more than a few 
things unexplained, but on the whole, 
Jumper is worth the DVD price. 
Christenson redeems himself for his 
abysmal Darth Vader performance, 
and he's supported by a strong cast 
including Samuel L. Jackson and the 
O.C.'s Rachel Bilson.The movie is 
about David Rice (Christenson), who 
has the unique gift of being able to 
transport himself anywhere at anytime. 
He's pursued by the paladins, whose 
sole goal is to eliminate the Jumpers. 
The DVD package itself is excellent. 
Commentary is provided along with 
a behind the scenes look at the film. 
Jumper is the first in a new franchise of 
three movies. 
-Garth McLennan 
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~·Naslund· leaves Canucks 
amid free agent frenzy 
Garth 
Mclennan 
sports editor 
An era of Vancouver Canucks history 
officially closed on July 3 as team 
captain and all time goals and points 
leader Markus Naslund signed a two-
year, $8 million contract with the New 
York Rangers. 
The Rangers also announced that 
they were severing ties with their own 
captain, Jairomir Jagr, who is being 
courted by several Russian league 
teams. They also signed Ottawa 
Senators superstar defenseman Wade 
Reddan to a six-year, $39 million deal. 
As of publication deadline, 
Canucks' general manager Mike Gillis 
had failed to land a prime time free 
agent, but he's definitely in the hunt 
for one. On July 2, Gillis tendered a 
two-year, $20 million contract offer 
to Toronto Maple Leafs captain Mats 
Sundin, the hulking 6'5, 231 pound 
center. 
Gillis certainly wasn't the only one 
trying to get the Swedish superstar's 
name on the dotted line. As many as 
nine other teams have also been vying Hurricanes for defenseman Joni 
for Sundin 's services. Pitkanen. 
Aside from Sundin, Gillis was The Chicago Blackhawks made 
active on a lesser scale. He signed one of free agency's biggest splashes 
restricted free agent David Backes to when they signed Brian Campbell, 
a three year, $7.5 million offer sheet. considered to be the best available free 
However, the contract was quickly agent defenseman, to a monster eight 
matched by Backes ' current team, the year contract that will se him paid 
St. Louis Blues, so Backes will remain $56.8 million. Campbell, 29, had eight 
in Missouri . goals and 54 assists last season for 
Gillis proceeded to ink tough guy 62 points. He split last year between 
Darcy Hordichuk, 27, to a three year the Buffalo Sabres and the San Jose 
contract, likely spelling the end of Jeff Sharks. 
Cowan's term in Vancouver. Hordichuk The NHL's most hated man, Sean 
suited up for the Nashville Predators Avery,lefttheNewYorkRangersforthe 
last season, where he collected three Dallas Stars, who gave him a four year 
points in 45 games and amassed deal worth $15.5 million. However, 
sixty penalty minutes, all from his 12 Dallas lost their leading point scorer 
fights. from last season as Nicklas Hagman 
The Canucks then signed departed for the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
centerman Ryan Johnson away from who gave the Finn $12-million over 
the St. Louis Blues. Johnson, 32, four years. Toronto also brought back 
agreed to terms with Vancouver in the former fan favourite Curtis Joseph to 
form of a two-year deal that will pay play back up goalie, giving him a one-
him a total of $2.3 million. Johnson year contract worth $700,000. 
was the NHL's top shot blocker last The team that made the biggest 
season with a recorded 105 blocks. impact was the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
He is also considered to be a fantastic After finishing last overall this past 
skater, and one of the league's fastest. season, the Lightning have completely 
In ·other NHL news, former revamped their organization. They 
Vancouver Giant star Gilbert Brule have gotten a new ownership group; 
was shipped to the Edmonton Oilers drafted Steven Stamkos first overall, 
from the Columbus Blue Jackets for signed a number of players so far. First 
Edmonton super-pest Raffi Torres. off, they extended franchise player 
Edmonton also picked up power Vincent Lecavilier's contract by nine 
forward Eric Cole from the Carolina years, then they signed young power 
Rain delays can't dampen 
Nadal's performance 
By Luke Simcoe 
It would seem that no amount of 
inclement weather, or any amount 
of talent on the other side of the net 
could deny Rafael Nadal his maiden 
Wimbledon championship on the 
lawns of the All-England Club this 
year. 
The 22-year old Spaniard and 
three-time Wimbledon runner-up fi-
nally overcame Roger Federer 6-4,6-
4,6-7(7), 6-7(8), 9-7 in an absolutely 
epic 4 hour and 48 minute match-
the longest final in the tournament's 
history-that was marred by numer-
ous rain delays. In doing so, he not 
only prevented Federer's bid for a 
sixth consecutive title, but became 
the first Spanish player to win the 
tournament since 1966, and the first 
player to win both the French Open 
and Wimbledon in the same year 
si.nce Bjorn Borg accomplished the 
14 
feat in 1980. 
Many of the tennis world's intel-
ligentsia, including announcer John 
McEnroe, were quick to describe the 
match as one of the greatest ever, a 
fact that Nadal reluctantly agreed 
with during his post-match interview. 
Rafa dominated the first two 
sets, breaking Federer three times, 
but the Swis.s superstar held onto his 
serve over the next two sets , winning 
them both in fairly decisive tiebreaks. 
Despite his rally to even the match, 
Federer was unable to truly threaten 
Nadal's serve, and at times it was 
frustrating to watch the world num-
ber one stubbornly and futilely try 
to match wits with Nadal from the 
baseline; Rafa ultimately won 24 of 
the 38 points tha~ lasted longer than 
ten shots. 
In the end, Nadal was simply 
hungrier for the win. He saved 12 of 
13 break points, chased down balls 
that would have eluded any other 
player on the tour, and when Feder-
er's forehand broke down late in the 
fifth, Rafa was there to capitalize. 
Nadal collapsed to the worn turf 
of the court after a forehand error 
from Federer on match point. Fight-
ing back tears, Nadal slowly rose to 
his feet before scrambling into to his 
box to embrace his family. He then 
grabbed a Spanish flag and scaled 
an overhang in the stands to shake 
hands with members of Spain's royal 
family. 
"Is impossible to explain what I 
felt in that moment," he said after ac-
cepting the golden trophy for the first 
time, and likely not the last. 
f 
! 
Garth McLennan 
sports@theotherpress.ca 
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forward Ryan Malone to a seven year 
pact. Heading into free agency, Malone 
was widely considered to be the most 
prized forward of the crop. Tampa 
also locked up aging power forward 
Gary Roberts to a one year deal. The 
Lightning weren't done there. They 
aquired the services of Radim Vrbata 
for the next three years, and then inked 
goaltender Olaf Kolzig to a one year 
contract. As well, at the time of this 
writing, Tampa is actively shopping 
their best defenseman, Dan Boyle. 
• + 
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Euro 2008 recap: 
Consistent Spain deserved to win 
By Kevin Wong 
half, the hosts had a great chance to tie the game, but 
the ball hit the crossbar and out. Switzerland finally lost 
to the Czechs 1-0. 
Switzerland played very hard and tried to get 
their first victory in their next match against Turkey. 
Unfortunately, the Swiss team lost once again. The 
hosts were officially eliminated after just two games. 
Fortunately, the Swiss team got a consolation win in 
their last group match against Portugal. The final score 
was 2-0. If Frei, the Swiss captain, did not get injured in 
the first match, he could have scored more goals to help 
his team to advance to at least the quarter-finals-or 
beyond. 
was Holland and Italy. Surprisingly, Holland defeated 
Italy 3-0, and won 4-1 against France. Wesley Sneijder, 
Holland's 24-year-old attacking midfielder, scored two 
fantastic goals in the first round. The shooting style of 
his first goal was very impressive because it was very 
similar to the goal of Maro Van Basten in Holland's 
famed 1988 Euro final against the Soviet Union. 
Ater three weeks of competition, the Euro 2008 
soccer tournament finished on June 29 in Vienna, 
Austria with Spain emerging as this year's champion. 
What about Austria in Group B? This team was 
also eliminated in the first round, but they did not 
play poorly at all. Austria had lost 1-0 to Croatia and 
Germany, and they tied with Poland 1-1 in their_own 
group. 
The Germans were among the biggest stars of this 
year 's cup. The 23-year old German forward, Lukas 
Podolski, scored three goals in this tournament and 
will probably go on to be a number one goal scorer for 
Germany in the near future . The team's defenseman, 
Philipp Lahm, also earned fame for scoring the game 
winning goal against Turkey in the semi-final. Germany 
of course ultimately lost to Spain 1-0 in the final , but 
hopefully, the team will be able to recover soon and win 
their fourth Euro trophy. 
The comparisons continued in the quarter-final, 
when Holland once again challenged the Russians. The 
pace was very quick in this quarter-final game, and the 
passionate Russians got a well-deserved win. Russia 
scored two unanswered overtime goals and won 3-1. 
Ironically, the Dutch team was "killed" by their former 
head coach, Guus Hiddink, who was now coaching the 
Russians. The Russians were later eliminated by Spain, 
the Euro Cup champions. 
The performance of Romania was better than 
France. Romania initially tied with France and Italy, but 
proceeded to lose to Holland. Don't count Romania out 
when they compete with other great European teams 
like Spain, Croatia or Portugal in the future. 
And what about the Euro 2008 winner, Spain? 
How did the competition's two hosts, Switzerland 
and Austria play in front of their home fans? Switzerland 
was eliminated in the first round, but they played well. 
"Misfortune" would be the best word to describe this 
home team. In the first half of their opening match 
against the Czech Republic, the Swiss team should 
have had an opportunity to score on the penalty kick 
because a Czech defenseman was touching the ball in 
the penalty box area. However, the referee did not see 
the handball on the field . Also, the Swiss captain and 
the team's number one goal scorer, Alexander Frei, was 
injured before the half and never returned. In the second 
In May, I predicted here that Holland and Romania 
would likely advance to the quarter-finals from Group 
C, the so-called "Group of Death". The actual outcome 
This team was very consistent in the whole tournament. 
Their defensemen were very stable at the back. The 
goalie, Iker Casillas was the hero to help his team to 
win all the games. Also, the forwards were powerful 
because David Villa and Fernando Torres had scored 
six goals combined in this tournament. After the success 
this year, will the Spanish team be able to win another 
trophy in 2012? 
Where Are They Now: Tennis Edition 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
Bjorn Borg 
The Swedish-born Bjorn Borg, now 
52, retired from professional tennis 
in 1984 after nine years on tour. He 
is largely considered to be one of 
the most skilled and talented tennis 
players in history. Considering that he 
won 11 grand slam titles - 41 percent 
of the grand slam tournaments he 
played in-calling him one of the 
greatest isn 't far off. 
The six-time French open 
champion took retirement pretty 
rough initially. After calling it quits 
at just 26 year of age, and despite his 
enormous on-court accomplishments, 
Borg's loss was quickly considered to 
be one of the biggest wastes of sports 
talent ever. 
Borg suffered drug overdoses 
soon after retiring, and after that 
began his own fashion label in 
Sweden. He attempted a comeback 
from 1991-1993, but that went 
nowhere, as he was defeated several 
times. 
John McEnroe 
Perhaps one of the fieriest players in 
professional tennis history, the now 49-
year-old McEnroe hasn 't let retirement 
from tennis slow. him down. 
He was inducted into the 
international tennis hall of fame in 
1999, and has served as the American 
captain for the 1999 U.S. entry at 
the Davis Cup. For a number of 
years McEnroe worked as a tennis 
commentator, as well as a talk show 
host on NBC. In 2006, he returned 
to doubles competition 12 years after 
retiring. He was victorious in his first 
outing back, becoming the oldest 
player to win a major event in over 
thirty years. 
McEnroe now competes regularly 
on two senior tours, does cereal 
commercials, guest starred on the 
comedy 30 Rock and appeared in the 
Adam Sandler film Mr. Deeds. 
Anna Kournikova 
Once the internet's most searched 
woman, Koumikova, 27, is now 
in semi-retirement after a string of 
serious back problems. 
Despite reaching a #1 ranking 
among women 's doubles players, 
Kournikova was always known much 
more for her looks then her tennis. 
Recently, ESPN ranked her #18 on 
their top 25 all time biggest sports 
flops. Initially one ofthe worlds 's 
most hyped and discussed athletes, 
she never managed to win a singles 
title in her entire career. All 16 of her 
WTA victories came in the doubles 
division. 
Like a lot of young tennis stars, 
Kournikova retired very early, though 
in her case it was due to injuries. She 
last competed in 2003 at age 22, but 
since then has participated in several 
low-key exhibition matches. 
Jimmy Connors 
Another tennis legend, the St. Louis-
born Jimmy Connors, 55, won a 
record setting 109 men 's singles 
championships. He had a long career, 
stretching from his tour debut in 1972 
all the way through to 1996. During 
his legendary career, Connors won 
eight Grand Slam championships 
and was ranked #1 in the world nine 
times, including one historic run 
where he sat atop the world rankings 
for an astounding 160 straight weeks. 
In 1998, Connors was voted into 
the International tennis Hall of Fame. 
Currently, Connors frequently serves 
as a commentator on professional 
tennis shows with former rival John 
McEnroe. From 2006 until March of 
this year, Connors coached modem 
tennis star Andy Roddick, the 2003 
U.S. Open champion. 
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How to repair "the noble sport" 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
Boxing was once known as "the noble sport." It was 
called "the sport of champions." The world heavyweight 
championship was known throughout the world as the 
most revered of all titles. Now, boxing is in shambles. 
No way around it. Do you know who the world's 
current heavyweight champ is? That's a trick question, 
as there's now, like,four heavyweight champions. 
So, what can be done to repair boxing? I've come 
up with a few things boxing could do to get itself back 
on its feet. 
1) Take some fights off Pay-per-
WBAall have their own weight divisions and champions. 
Each has approximately 17 weight divisions (I know, 17, 
but I'll get to that later) so right there, that's 68 different 
champions. 68! No one knows who the champions are 
any more. It's next to impossible to determine the real 
heavyweight champion, because there are four champs! 
Plus, it's almost impossible to develop real rivalries 
between fighters . It's also extremely difficult to know 
not just the champions, but also the contenders. Because 
of the many councils, boxing's talent pool is diluted. 
The superstars have no problem with 
view 
Probably boxing's biggest 
-up or years boxing 
the bums they face . Bringing the 
separate boxing councils together 
would institute a following; it would 
ascertain who the best fighters really 
are. 
problem right now is that all of the has been infamous 
major fights are on pay-per-view • .n 
for $50. I guess that was okay when for COrruption. 
you had the superstars like Tyson, 
3) Streamline the weight divisions 
In the major boxing councils, there 
Holyfield, Bowe, and Lewis, but 
those guys are gone now. Most people won' t plunk 
down $50 on the credit card to watch what may not be 
a good fight. Also, because all of the worthwhile fights 
are on pay-per-view, all that we get to see on regular 
cable are the ham-and-eggers. I'd rather watch ESPN 
Classics and watch some of the greats. In order to 
rebuild its fan base, boxing needs to put some big fights 
back on regular TV. 
2) Unify the boxing councils 
Another huge problem is that there are far too many 
different boxing councils. The IBF, WBO, WBC, and 
16 
are 17 separateweightdivisions. These 
include everything from heavyweight to 'strawweight' . 
Almost all of these divisions are separated by three or 
four pounds. Now, the boxing councils say that this 
division is needed to make the fights fair, but is it really 
going to make a difference if you are fighting a guy three 
pounds heavier than you? I don't think so. Now, to a 
certain degree, weight class separation is a good thing, 
but having 17 weight classes is going overboard. There 
should be heavyweight (200 lbs+), cruiserweight (170-
200 lbs), welterweight (150-170 lbs), and lightweight 
(150 lbs and under). Honestly, do you really care who 
the IBF Junior flyweight champion is? Streamlining the 
weight classes would really put the champions in the 
public eye. People would actually know and care who 
all of the different fighters are. 
4) Bring back the flow 
In boxing today, many bouts are snooze-fests. You 
often have to remind yourself not to reach for the clicker 
during round after boring round. Many rounds drone 
on, with lockups lasting more than the actual fighting. 
Sometimes a fighter will land a few good combinations, 
but they are few and far between. Another problem 
with flow is that the good fighters hardly ever fight. 
The paycheques are so huge, a champion will have one 
bout and then not fight for anoth~ ye~. That needs to 
change. -
~End the corruption 
For years boxing has been infamous for being 
plagued by corruption. But I guess when you have 
guys like Don King running the show, that's bound to 
happen. Champions often face guys who are nowhere 
near the top of the standings, or else they got there by 
being placed there. In some cases, such as Bob Arum, 
fighters have been told that they have to pay to move 
up the standings. Don King in particular is notorious 
for getting his fighters title shots, whether they deserve 
it or not. He's also been linked to several fight-fixing 
scandals. If boxing does away with the guy who's 
been convicted of killing two people they will get their 
respectability and credibility back. 
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Increase in gas price leads to increase in 
gas price-related small talk 
"Salty" 
Lia m Britten 
resident all-star 
with gas prices hitting record highs 
worldwide, economists are now raising 
concerns about the amount of generic, 
inane banter occurring across the country 
on the subject. 
line cook Alex Fern. "My advice to you 
is to tell the offender that there's gas for 
two cents cheaper across town. If that 
doesn't work, try and make yourself 
bigger than you appear. Stand on a box, 
wave your arms, maybe arch your back 
and hiss loudly." 
While governments and consumers 
hoped that a switch to ethanol-based 
gasoline would drop the both the price 
of fuel and the amount of small talk, it 
seems that the prospect is losing steam 
within the scientific community. 
"This is indeed a worrisome issue," 
said Professor John Helliwell of the 
University of British Columbia. "Day 
after day, millions of Canadians are 
being subjected to mildly irritating, 
pointless chatter about the cost of fuel. 
There's really no end in sight." 
"It's becoming more and more 
evident that ethanol was just a quick fix 
solution," says Professor Neil Branda 
of Simon Fraser University's Chemistry 
department. "With increased media 
savvy, consumers have simply switched 
from annoying 'gas is too expensive,' 
talk to annoying 'ethanol doesn't work' 
talk. Consumers are still producing just 
as much hot air." 
A local couple engages in inane banter about gas 
Gossip analysts worldwide are 
cautioning consumers to beware, stating 
that the best way to avoid a gas price 
conversation is to be aware. 
"Keep in mind that the kind 
of person who starts up a gas price 
conversation is always more scared of 
you then you are of them. And both of 
you are even more scared of gas prices," 
says self-proclaimed gossip expert and 
Consumers themselves feel that the 
problem is going to get worse before it 
gets better. 
"I don't know what we're going to 
do," said Helen Marchant, 43. "I mean, 
without hockey to drive stupid small 
talk, what else is there to talk about 
but fuel costs? If things get any worse, 
I think I'm going to just quit small talk 
for good, and just talk about my deep 
emotional problems and my menstrual 
cycle when I meet strangers." 
Other analysts say that this whole 
situation reminds them of the time when 
they saw gas going for $1.49/litre one 
time. $1.49!? That's ridiculous. You 
know, I hear it's going to hit $3/litre in 
a year, Can you believe that? That's just 
crazy. You know, I drive a mini-van, I 
have to, you know, I mean, I've got my 
kids and their hockey stuff, so there's 
no other way, really. I mean I have been 
thinking of buying a hybrid, but I heard 
that they're not really reliable, so what 
am I going to do? You know, I hear 
there's a car than runs on water, but the 
government won't Jet us have it. Isn't that 
ridiculous? I would totally drive to my 
MP's office and complain, but he's all 
the way across town, and tht would cost 
at least four dollars of gas, so I guess I'm 
screwed there. It's all these taxes, that's 
what it is. It's crazy. That, and the oil 
companies. Do you think the Iraq War 
is the reason? I'd believe it, that thing's 
just nuts. Is your car good on gas? 
Other Press writer has Canada Day hangover 
By Liam Britten, Humour Editor 
Aggghhhhhh . .. fuck this shit . .. 
What the fuck time is it? Damrnit, J.J. needs that 
article in like 20 minutes! Fuck! If I turn in copy late 
again he 's going to cut off my other thumb. I'll just tum 
on my computer . .. aaaaaaargh! That damn monitor light 
is killing me! It's too bright, it's giving me a headache. 
Maybe I'll just drink some water, that usually 
helps. Oh god. That's the last time I ever drink Colt 45 . 
I don't care how much they pay me next time; it's not 
going to happen. 
God, I feel like my eyeballs are going to explode. 
Shit's spinning and shit. I'll just chew on this bread, 
maybe that'll calm my stomach down. God, how much 
did I drink? Let's see this bar receipt... beer, beer, 
jagerbomb, beer, beer, tequila slammer, rye and ginger, 
jagerbomb, jagerbomb, beer, double rye and ginger, 
jagerbomb, beer, ... holy God, this is a $90 tab! How 
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the hell am I going to pay for gas today? Ah, fuck it, 
I'll find a way. 
Maybe if I just take some Pepto my stomach will 
calm down. Oh man, this stuff takes like crap. I wonder 
if Turns are any good for stomach aches. Hell , they all 
suck, they don't do shit. Man, I shouldn ' t have taken 
that cough syrup last night, I wasn't that sick, and now 
I'm just a whole Jot worse. 
Damn, my mouth tastes like rotten cheese ... did I 
puke? I guess I did. Who took me home last night, was 
it Steve? If I puked in his car, he's going to be pissed. 
I'll just call him on my cell phone. Wait, why the hell 
did I send out four text messages last night? Aw, crap, I 
sent them all to my ex! What do they say . . . "I want you 
back," "I'm not happy without you," "You're a dumb 
bitch,'' "I take that last one back." Fuck, I'm disabling 
my text features, this is the last time I drunk-text Lori. 
She is a dumb bitch, though. 
God, the stomach medicine is not working ... Hey 
wait, why is my face covered in ink? Aw, shit, the guys 
drew dickson my face! Those fuckers must've done it 
when I passed out. Son of a bitch! 
Wait, whose shirt am I wearing? Hey, this is a chick's 
shirt! Maybe I got some last night! Wooooooooo!! 
Happy Canada Day to me! Wait ... I know this shirt ... 
this is Lori's shirt! Goddamn it, I fucked her, didn't I? 
This is just great. If I have to brea.k up with her a fourth 
time, it is going to suck balls. 
You know what, J.J.? I'm not finishing your damn 
article. I've got puking to do, a headache to heal, and a 
bitch to break up with. Up yours, buddy. 
t 
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